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most part undisturbed and paid its millions into the Govern-
ment treasury. While the limbs of the body politic were racked
with pain, the vital organs in the centre remained intact, and
the pulsation near the heart was generally, if not always, steady.
Although the welfare of the Natives is the primary considera-
tion in the mind of the Government, yet it is practically
impossible to manage the country without listening to the
sentiments and noting the views of the resident European
community. Therefore it is essential that during a pa^t of the
year the Government of India should reside in some centre of
English opinion; and Calcutta is the largest of existing centres.
Regarding the climate opinions may differ, but those who are
acquainted with the whole of India, know that Calcutta having
the sea-breezes and some winter cold to be set against the
heat of other seasons, presents as many climatic advantages as
would be presented by any other place of equal magnitude
in the plains of India. Thus John Lawrence gave his voice
without hesitation for holding fast to Calcutta; resolving that
his Government should be settled there for at least a part of
every year, or during the winter season, when trade and
industry are at the highest point of activity, and when the cold
weather is favourable to European health.

But he thought that the Government of India, having duly
arranged its sojourn at Calcutta, might with propriety and
advantage reside for another part of the year in the cool and
refreshing climate of the Himalayas during the summer
season when the heat is severe in the plains. He was un-
willing to proceed thither alone, and decided that his Council
should accompany him. He noted that in former times the
frequent and lengthened separation of the Governor-General
from his Council had caused dissatisfaction and complaint, also
that the growing bulk variety and intricacy of the public busi-
ness must render the despatch of affairs difficult unless the head
of the Government and his principal advisers were together.
Thus he virtually for the first time established the practice
whereby the Government of India, including the Governor-
General the Councillors the principal Secretaries, -and some of